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December 22, 2016                                                Parsha Vayeshev 
23 Kislev 5777                                             Light Candles 4:30 pm  

En l'honneur de Hanoukka!   
What a wonderful Chanukah Extravaganza! The musical performances were 
absolutely adorable, well practiced, harmonious and special.  The play was 
beautifully written and directed; the actors owned the stage and made our 
school proud.  The videos, background sets and props brought us through 
France past and present and through the life of Rabbi Soille.  Thank you to all 
the staff, volunteers and students for making the Extravaganza special this 
year! Program is attached to this Kolenu. 

Preschool Chanukah Celebrations 
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 Calendar of Events 

Head of School: Rabbi Simcha Weiser 
rabbiweiser@hebrewday.org 

 
 

Assistant Head of School:   
Rabbi Meir Cohen 
rabbicohen@hebrewday.org  
 
 

Director of School Operations:  
Estelle Workman 
eworkman@hebrewday.org 

 
 

Director of Enrollment:  
Beth Licha 
blicha@hebrewday.org  
 

Dean of Students:  
Giovanna Reinking 
giovanna.reinking@hebrewday.org 
 
 

Preschool Director: Rachel Eden 
rachel.eden@hebrewday.org 
 
 

Business Manager: Klara Lapp 
klapp@hebrewday.org 

 
 

Director of Development:  
Joyce Arovas 
jarovas@hebrewday.org 
 

 

President: 

Geoffrey Berg 

 

Members at Large:  

Josh Cohen  Iliana Glovinsky 

Moises Eilemberg Gavin Horn 

Allen Gruber  Hilary Kleinman 

Yonina Kaplan  Philip Silverman 

Michael Leeman  Yvonne Venger 

Marilyn Williams Marcia Wollner 

Missy Wrotslavsky Brian Zimmerman 

Our Administrative Team:            Board of Directors:       

  December           January 

December 23—January 2, 2017 
Winter Break 
 
January 3, 2016 
School resumes at 8 am 
 
January 16, 2016 
No School—Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day 
 
January 18, 2016 
Step Up Night K-4th grade  
 
January 24, 2016 
Movin into Middle School Night 5th 
grade 
 

January 28, 2016 
Kindergarten Sea World Field Trip 
 
 

 
 

2017-18 School Calendar 
is attached to this 

Kolenu 
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 Parshat Vayeshev 
OVERVIEW: Parshat VaYeshev (Gen. Ch. 37 – 40) 
Yaakov settles in the land of Canaan. His favorite son, Yosef, brings him critical reports about his brothers. Yaakov makes Yosef 
a fine tunic of multi-colored woolen strips. Yosef exacerbates his brothers' hatred by recounting prophetic dreams of sheaves 
of wheat bowing to his sheaf, and of the sun, moon and stars bowing to him, signifying that all his family will appoint him king. 
The brothers indict Yosef and resolve to execute him. When Yosef comes to Shechem, the brothers relent and decide, at 
Reuven's instigation, to throw him into a pit instead. Reuven's intent was to save Yosef. Yehuda persuades the brothers to take 
Yosef out of the pit and sell him to a caravan of passing Ishmaelites. Reuven returns to find the pit empty and rends his clothes. 
The brothers soak Yosef's tunic in goat's blood and show it to Yaakov, who assumes that Yosef has been devoured by a wild 
beast. Yaakov is inconsolable. Meanwhile, in Egypt, Yosef has been sold to Potiphar, Pharaoh's Chamberlain of the Butchers. In 
the Parsha's sub-plot, Yehuda's son Er dies as punishment for preventing his wife Tamar from becoming pregnant. Onan, 
Yehuda's second son, then weds Tamar by levirate marriage. He too is punished in similar circumstances. When Yehuda's wife 
dies, Tamar resolves to have children through Yehuda, as this union will found the Davidic line culminating in the Mashiach. 
Meanwhile, Yosef rises to power in the house of his Egyptian master. His extreme beauty attracts the unwanted advances of 
his master's wife. Enraged by his rejection, she accuses Yosef of attempting to seduce her, and he is imprisoned. In jail, Yosef 
successfully predicts the outcome of the dream of Pharaoh's wine steward, who is reinstated; and the dream of Pharaoh's 
baker, who is hanged. In spite of his promise, the wine steward forgets to help Yosef, and Yosef languishes in jail.  
(C) 2015 Ohr Somayach International - All rights reserved. 

DRASHA:   Our father Yaakov finally makes it home to the Land of 
Israel, the land promised by G-d to his ancestors…that their 
descendants would inherit and dwell therein. Rashi, according to 
rabbinic tradition, portrays our great patriarch as somehow 
viewing his return to the Land of Israel as being the final chapter 
in his difficult and turbulent life. 
  
The Land of Israel, so to speak, is perceived by him to be a place 
where serenity and quiet retirement can be achieved. However, 
as he will find out in the tragic events that will unfold regarding 
Yosef and his brothers, dwelling in the Land of Israel is certainly 
no guarantee of peace and quiet. It is a place of challenge and 
constant demands, and of personal and national difficulties and 
struggles. 
  
It never was meant to be viewed as a giant retirement community 
for the Jewish people. Even though the Torah will refer to it as 
being a place of “rest and inheritance” it was always intended to 
be a place of accomplishment and progress, of holiness and 
service. 
  
To achieve holiness and to be of true service to G-d and human 
beings requires constant effort and sacrifice. It is not an easy road 
to traverse. Yaakov saw the Land of Israel as a place of refuge, 
serenity and quietude. The Lord apparently did not agree with 
that assessment. 
  
The Jewish people will have to be formed into a nation, with the 
Land of Israel being viewed as its home base. Nation-building is 
never an easy task and the symbol for the difficulty of this task in 
Jewish life will be the return of the Jewish people to their ancient 
and rightful homeland, the Land of Israel. 
  

Currently, part of the difficulty with regard to the attitude of many 
Jews towards the state of Israel, with all of its imperfections and 
difficulties, is due to the misreading of the promise inherent in the 
creation of a Jewish national entity in the Land of Israel. 
  
Many saw it as somehow being the solution to all Jewish 
problems, a place that would somehow guarantee eternal 
happiness. Political Zionism taught that the creation of such a 
state would reduce anti-Semitism throughout the world. If 
anything, the Jewish state and its mere existence have 
exacerbated this scourge of anti-Semitism. It now disguises itself 
as anti-Israel but all of us know what is really meant. 
  
The return of the Jewish people in our time to their ancestral 
homeland has not brought about the creation of utopia. Rather it 
has placed before us a great number of challenges – financial, 
familial, and spiritual – and many difficult dilemmas. 
  
The State of Israel has not turned out to be the supreme 
retirement home that we envisioned while living in the Diaspora. 
Instead, it is a real place with real problems because it contains 
real people. It is engaged in constructing a real society that will 
embody the holiness of Jewish tradition and the practicality of the 
world in which we live. If we view it correctly and resolve not to 
see it through falsely nostalgic eyes, we will prosper as did our 
father Yaakov long ago. 
 
Shabat shalom.  Happy Chanuka   
Rabbi Berel Wein  © 2015 
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 The Soille Scene 

The third grade students have been learning about engineering 

the past three weeks in science. As part of the engineering unit, 

the students learned how to build cars that would actually roll by 

using wheels, bearings, and axles. They had a blast and got to 

test their cars against one another to see which one would roll 

the farthest. They also had an ice cream party to celebrate their 

successes in learning multiplication. This ice cream party was 

combined with a Chanukah celebration and it was a whole lot of 

fun.  
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 4th Grade Visits Seacrest 

This week, the fourth grade enjoyed a visit with the 

senior residents at the Seacrest Village Retirement 

Home. During the week before the trip the  fourth 

graders lovingly baked beautiful and delicious               

Chanukah cookies, made beautiful cards, and          

prepared a short  Chanukah performance. They had a 

wonderful time decorating the cookies with their  

new senior friends, and playing dreidel with them. 

The students felt so good about this trip and walked 

away feeling that they received even more than they 

gave.  
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 Community News 
Mazel Tov to… 

….Elianna Kaplan on becoming Bat Mitzvah last weekend and to proud 

parents Steve and Alysa Kaplan and grandparents Phyllis & Mark Strauss 

and Rafa Guerrero & Howard and Ellen Kaplan . 

 

End of the 2016 Year Giving—Your gift can make a difference 
Please consider donating to Hebrew Day before the year-end.   
There are many opportunities for you to donate to Soille Hebrew Day before the end 
of the year.  Here are some ideas: 
Gift of Cash, check or credit card, Give a general donation to help Hebrew Day, Give a 
tribute in honor or in memory of someone, Contribute to the Scholarship Fund , 
Sponsor professional development for our excellent faculty 
To make a contribution, Click here.  
Gift of Appreciated Stock 
One of the most efficient ways to support Hebrew Day is to donate your appreciated stock directly to the school.  
Not only will you be helping Hebrew Day’s Annual Campaign, you will also save money on your 2016 taxes. Contact 
Klara Lapp, klapp@hebrewday.org to make a gift of stock. 

            “Blessing for the Home”    “Chamsa”           “Candle Lighting” 

Original Artwork Auction 
You can own one of these three original art pieces on parchment created for this year’s 8th grade class by local 
artists, Aryeh Salovey and Sari Esserman.  Artwork is currently on view in the Soille Hebrew Day lobby.  See flyer for 
details and read about the artists who are a Hebrew Day Alum and Hebrew Day Alumni Parent, respectfully.  Art is 
being auctioned.  Starting bids are $250.  If you are interested in bidding, contact Yonina Kaplan, 

Eighth grade girls were treated to a special 

treat in their Yahadut class this week. They 

were all given matching  beanie hats! 

https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/SoilleSanDiegoHebrewDaySc/donation.html


3630 Afton Road   |   San Diego, Ca 92123 

858.279.3300 

www.hebrewday.org 
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Chanukah Extravaganza Intro  Eighth Grade Students 

Welcome             Rabbi Soille  

Kindergarten Musical Performance 

Chanukah Message   Rabbi Simcha Weiser 

First Grade Musical Performance  

Chanukah Play 

 Scene I 

Third Grade Musical Performance 

Second Grade Video & Musical Performance 

Chanukah Play 

 Scene II 

Second Grade Musical Performance 

Chanukah Play 

 Scene III 

 Scene IV 

Acknowledgments    Rabbi Meir Cohen  

Chanukah Extravaganza 2016 

Cast:  

Mother   Naomi Moryosef  

Father  Eitan Freeman 

Sister  Hadarya Levy 

Brother  Benjamin Broudy 

Grandmother  Yael Weiser  

Grandfather  David Rezmovitch 

Golda  Meir  Rebecca Leeman  

Yahadut   Dahlia Levy  

Henry Soille  Ella Yerushalmi  

Aunt Rebecca Venger  
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Nancy Barker Settings and Costumes 

Mordi Estersohn K-3 Musical Director 

Zeji Oteri Video Production  

Akiva Cohen Video Production 

Yisroel Weiser Playwright & Director 

Rabbi Meir Cohen  Event Director &  

Video Production  

Estelle Workman Event Organizer  

Vario Productions Lighting & Sound 

Salvation Army Kroc Center Host 

A special thank you to those who 
helped behind the scenes to make 

this production great! 

And all the other volunteers who helped with  

props and costumes, and all of the  

teachers who helped make this a success: 

 Alysa Segal, Liat Alon, Rachel Shay, Erin Hoyt, Nicole Eichner,  
Noga Tzarum, Stephie Buchwald, Tali Chomoshe, Devon Millager, 
Rotal Zanani,  Samantha House, Sarah Shumate, Danielle Arya,  
Judith Halperin, Michal Shapiro, Carrie Lane, Rabbi Hollander,  
Rabbi Moskowitz, Malka Weiser, Avi Yehezkia, Chavi Peikes and 

Courtney Cox.   



auction
You can own one of  these three original art pieces on parchment created for this 

year’s 8th grade class by local artists, Sari Esserman and Aryeh Salovey.
Artwork is currently on view in the Soille Hebrew Day lobby.

“Candle Lighting”“Blessing for the Home” “Chamsa”

Starting bid for each piece: $250. To bid on one of  these pieces, contact 
Yonina Kaplan, yokaplan@yahoo.com. More auction details to follow.

Special thanks to Malke Brookler for photographing the artwork.

About the Artists
Arye Salovey is a Soille graduate (class of 2010) who studied in Yeshivat Mevasseret Zion in Israel from 2014-16.  
It was there that he learned the art of being a Jewish Scribe (Sofer), creating Hebrew works of beauty and holiness.  

Aryeh is currently studying Biology at Yeshiva University.
For more information contact: Aryeh Chaim Safrut on facebook, email at aryehchaimsafrut@gmail.com, 

or call/ text at 858-242-2533

Sari Esserman was born in Jerusalem.  She is a parent of four daughters who graduated from Soille Hebrew Day.  
She discovered her love of art nearly 30 years ago and works in various types of media. 
For more information about Sari's artwork, contact her at sari.esserman@gmail.com.

mailto:yokaplan@yahoo.com
mailto:aryehchaimsafrut@gmail.com
tel:858-242-2533
mailto:sari.esserman@gmail.com
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